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BURCO  DENIED  A  REVIEW 


T.V.A.  PLANS  FIVE  DAMS 


★  FLOOD  LOSSES  MODERATE 


LAMPS  OF  FUTURE  SHOWN 


U/eeHly  Output  7iaute6  -  ]^et5onal  A/aw5 

Mana^actutina  and  Aiatkat6  —  A/aw  ^onifoLCtion 


YESTERDAY  THIS  WAS  IMPOSSIBLE 


Today  it  is  possible — possible  to  install 
power  transformers  in  the  center  of  a 
factory  area  with  only  an  open  pipe  railing 
for  protection^ — to  do  away  with  the  need 
for  an  expensive  fireproof  vault  and  thereby 
save  thousands  of  dollars  on  such  installations 
— to  improve  voltage  regulation  and  decrease 
over-all  losses,  because  long  runs  of  secondary 
copper  are  now  unnecessary — possible  because 
General  Electric  developed  Pyranol,  a  nonin¬ 
flammable,  nonexplosive  liquid  for  the  in¬ 
sulation  and  cooling  of  transformers. 


This  is  real  progress — the  most  important 
advance  in  transformer  design  in  more  than  a 
generation.  This  creative  work — that  simplifies 
power  distribution  and  creates  substantial 
savings  for  you  and  your  customers — must 
go  on. 

By  placing  your  orders  with  the  manufacturer 
who  has  the  facilities  arxl  the  willingness  to 
do  this  work,  you  directly  stimulate  progress 
— ^the  kind  of  progress  that  results  in  more 
efficient  and  hence  greater  use  of  electric 
power. 
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American  States 
Review  Denied 

Supreme  Court  lets  Cireuit  Court  ruliuK 
gland,  delaying  eonstitutionality  deeision 
on  holding  company  law  for  year  or 
more  —  Partial  victory  for  S.E.C. 

Constitutionality  of  the  Public  Utility 
Act  of  1935  will  not  be  decided  by  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  for  a  year 
or  more;  when  that  decision  is  handed 
down  there  is  at  least  an  even  chance  that 
it  will  be  based  on  the  government’s 
“hand-picked”  Electric  Bond  &  Share 
case.  Such  are  the  implications  of  the 
high  court’s  action  on  Monday  in  denying 
Burco,  Inc.,  a  review  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals’  ruling  in  the  American  States 
Public  Service  test. 

This  is  a  partial  victory  for  the  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Exchange  G>mmission,  admin¬ 
istrator  of  Title  I  of  the  act,  which  has 
been  attempting  to  prevent  a  constitution¬ 
ality  verdict  on  any  but  the  Bond  &  Share 
test.  It  is  a  partial  verdict  for  the  industry 
in  that  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  had 
ruled  the  law  unconstitutional  so  far  as 
American  States  was  concerned  (Elfx- 
TRiCAL  World,  February  29,  page  58), 
and  the  high  court  concurs. 

Tile  court’s  attitude  was  much  like  that 
expressed  in  its  Wilson  Dam  decision 
(Elkctrical  World,  February  22,  page 
4|:  The  bench  declined  to  consider  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  a  broad  question  when 
the  suit  before  it  concerned  only  issues 
which  could  be  limited.  The  nine  jus¬ 
tices  appear  to  have  taken  the  view  that, 
while  American  States  asked  that  the 
law  l>e  declared  unconstitutional  so  that 
it  need  not  register  and  so  that  it  might 
proceed  with  its  reorganization,  all  the 
company  needed  to  know  was  what  it  had 
already  been  told  by  the  Circuit  Court — 
that  the  law  was  unconstitutional  as  ap¬ 
plied  to  it.  Burco,  Inc.,  a  bondholder, 
entered  the  case  on  the  grounds  that  the 


act  would  force  liquidation  and  an¬ 
nounced  that  liquidation  was  what  Burco 
wanted — as  a  creditor  it  supported  the 
constitutionality.  The  high  court,  in 
effect,  held  that  Burco’s  contention  also 
had  been  disposed  of  in  the  Circuit  Court. 

When  the  case  was  in  United  States 
District  Court  in  Baltimore,  Judge  Wil¬ 
liam  C.  Coleman  took  up  all  the  consti¬ 
tutional  questions;  ruled  the  act  “uncon¬ 
stitutional  in  its  entirety”  (Electrical 
World.  November  9,  page  50a). 


So  far  as  the  Tennessee  Valley  Au¬ 
thority  is  concerned,  the  Wilson  Dam 
decision  on  February  17  validated  every¬ 
thing  it  is  doing,  for  it  has  now  come 
forward  with  plans  for  three  new  high 
dams,  two  lower  ones  on  headwaters,  a 
seven-year  construction  program  and  an 
estimate  of  $329,688,525  as  the  cost  of 
the  completed  program. 

The  plan  is  described  as  a  “navigation 
and  flo<id  control  program  for  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  watershed,  an  area  embrac¬ 
ing  40.()(X)  square  miles.”  T.V.A.  de¬ 
scribes  in  great  detail  its  plans  for  mak¬ 
ing  navigable  650  miles  of  river  channel, 
the  vast  increase  in  water  shipments  to 
be  expected,  and  the  extensive  plans  for 
soil  conservation  as  well  as  dams  to  pre¬ 
vent  floods.  But:  “Through  the  con¬ 
struction  of  these  high  dams,  potential 
water  power  is  created  which,  when 
transformed  into  electrical  energy,  can 
be  sold  to  liquidate  the  cost  of  the  im¬ 
provements”  and  “incidental  power  gen¬ 
eration  will  reimburse  the  national  trea¬ 
sury  in  whole  or  in  part  for  these  naviga- 


Consolidated  Edison 
Now  Official  Name 

The  Consolidated  Edison  Company  of 
New  York,  Inc.,  has  officially  come  into 
being  with  the  filing  of  the  new  name 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Albany, 
by  Consolidated  Gas.  The  change  af¬ 
fects  only  the  parent  company  for  the 
time  being  but  the  system’s  plan  is  to 
effect  complete  consolidation  of  subsidi¬ 
aries  before  the  end  of  this  year. 


tion  and  flood  control  investments.” 
(These  quotations  are  from  the  publicity 
department,  not  the  report.) 

The  authority’s  new  plans,  too,  mark 
the  fulfillment  of  the  now  old  promise 
to  carry  T.V.A.  into  Kentucky,  for  one  of 
the  high  dams  would  be  located  at  Gil- 
bertsville.  The  other  two  would  be  at 
Watts  Bar  (White  Creek)  and  Coulter 
Shoals,  Tenn.  Meanwhile  Wilson  and 
Norris  are  completed  and  Pickwick 
Landing,  Wheeler,  Guntersville  and 
Chickamauga  dams  are  under  construc¬ 
tion.  This  system,  says  the  rei)ort,  pro¬ 
vides  for  navigation  for  some  330  miles 
up  the  river  from  Knoxville  by  9-ft. 
channel. 

Turning  to  costs:  T.V.A.  has  been  al¬ 
lowed  $111,000,000  by  Congress  so  far, 
another  $74,188,525  will  be  needed  to 
complete  projects  authorized  by  Con¬ 
gress,  and  about  $144,5(X),CKX)  would  be 
required  to  carry  out  these  further  plans 
which  the  authority  puts  forward.  More¬ 
over,  consideration  is  being  given  to  the 
establishment  of  river  terminals,  and  the 


T.V.A.  Proposes  to  Erect 
Three  Additional  High  Dams 

New  program  would  bring  total  expenditure  to  $329,688,525  hy  1944 
—  Includes  navigation,  flood  and  soil  erosion  control  ami  production, 
incidental  power  —  One  of  dams  to  be  in  Kentucky. 
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Tennessee  Valley  Projects — 


March 

,  1936 

Authori(ed 

Wheeler  Dam . 

Cost 

$32,116,537 

installed 

Kw. 

256,000 

Norris  Dam . 

36,025,230 

100,000 

Pickwick  Dam . 

32,529,685 

204,000 

Gunfersville  Dam . 

29,500,000 

82,000 

ChickamauKa  Dam . 

31,650,000 

160,000 

A  R  >.  • 

Fowler  Dam . 

15,250,000 

80,000 

Miscellaneous . 

8,117,013 

'  :  s'  • 

Recommended 

Gilbertsville  Dam . 

$181,188,525 

60.000,000 

882,000 

256,000 

W'atts  Bar  Dam . 

31,000,000 

1 50,000 

Coulter  Shoals  Dam . .  . 

20,000,000 

54,000 

Fontana  Dam . 

29,000,000 

175,000 

Raising  Hale  &  Wilson. 

4,500,000 

Total . 

$144,500,000 
,  $325,688,525 

635,000 

1,517,000 

•  .  -  ■ 

Installed 

Hales  Bar  Dam(o) . 

44,000 

Wilson  Dam  (6) . . 

$40,000,000 

445,000 

Grand  Total . 

.  $365,688,525 

2,006,000 

(a)  Private  ownership. 

(6)  Estimated. 

co-ordination  of  the  Tennessee  River  sys- 

tern  with  possible 

development 

of  the 

Utilities  Repair  Equipment, 

Find  Flood  Damages  Small 

Restoration  of  service  accomplished  quickly,  even  in  hardest-hit  areas 
—  Interconnections  thanked  for  averting  many  serious  shutdowns  — 
Senators  tap  pork  barrel  for  flood  control. 


Cumberland,  Tombigbee  and  Wabasb 


New  York  Orders  Lights 

Orders  for  7.367  more  street  lights  of 
a  new  type,  designed  to  improve  lighting 
while  eliminating  glare,  have  been 
placed  by  New  York  City  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  Company.  The  city  already 
has  about  3,000  of  these  lamps  in  service. 


The  recent  floods  now  are  water  over 
the  various  dams  and,  apparently,  into 
the  pork  barrel.  In  the  Senate,  where  a 
$300,000,000  flood-control  hill  is  pending, 
there  are  few  Senators  who  have  not  come 
forward  with  a  home-state  project,  and 
the  total  is  estimated  to  add  up  to  more 
than  $1,000,000,000  over  a  ten-year 
period.  Moreover,  the  expanded  program 
bears  what  appears  to  be  Administration 
approval,  because  Democratic  Senate 
leader  Joe  Robinson  has  testfied  before 
the  commerce  committee  in  its  support; 
it  has  wide  backing  in  heretofore  luke¬ 
warm  New  England  and  Eastern  States 
which  felt  the  latest  inundation. 

While  the  job  of  replacing  emergency 
lines  and  substations  has  not  been  com¬ 
pleted  in  a  few  isolated  cases,  the  public 
utilities  in  flood  areas  have  generally 
finished  the  clean-up  job  and  report  ac¬ 
tual  damage  to  be  slight.  Losses,  they 
generally  agree,  will  be  larger  due  to 
service  outages  than  to  physical  repairs 
to  line  and  equipment.  Submerged 


meters  and  underground  cables  are  the 
biggest  loss  items. 

Some  estimates  of  damages:  New 
England  Power,  $700,000,  mostly  sus¬ 
tained  by  retail  distribution  outlets  at 
Lowell,  Lawrence  and  Haverhill;  Vir¬ 
ginia  Electric  &  Power,  $50,000,  two 
concrete  piers  lost  at  Richmond  Dam. 

Over  the  last  week  so  much  of  the 
rehabilitation  work  has  been  completed 
that  utility  executives  have  had  time  to 
collect  data  on  just  what  happened. 
Therefore,  exact  reports  on  several  addi¬ 
tional  hard-hit  areas  now  are  available. 

The  Johnstown  story,  for  example:  The 
nearby  Seward  plant,  which  supplies  a.c. 
service,  was  flooded,  but  an  interruption 
of  only  about  two  hours  ensued  due  to 
quick  thinking  of  two  line  crews  which 
could  not  even  get  in  touch  with  the 
Johnstown  executive  office.  The  city  was 
tied  in  with  the  stations  at  Deep  Creek, 
Md.,  and  at  Piney,  Erie  and  Altoona,  Pa. 
Losses  are  largely  in  meters  and  trans¬ 
mission  and  distribution  circuits — about 
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Location  of  T.V.A.  dams  and  new  projects  urged 
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Latest  styles 
for  metermen 
in  New  Eng¬ 
land  (left). 


A  truck,  up  to 
its  hub  caps  in 
flood  water 
(below),  car¬ 
ries  transform¬ 
er  bank  in 
Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  emer¬ 
gency  repair 


Ihe  track  has  b<‘en  cleared  at  Williamsport,  Md.  (above), 
but  piles  of  driftwood  still  will  have  to  be  removed  from 
around  the  transformer  yard  (note  tree  trunk  in  upper 
right-hand  corner).  Such  were  the  flood  ravages,  but  the 
Ohio  Valley  had  an  additional  scourge — a  sleet  storm  that 
seriously  damaged  overhead  wires.  Line  crews  are  shown 
on  the  job  near  Johnstown  (below). 


High  around  the  sides  of 
the  condenser  (at  right 
center  in  the  illustration) 
-land  the  flood  waters  in 
Johnstown,  at  their  peak 
as  this  view  was  snapped. 
Ihe  condenser  is  that  for 
the  No.  6  generator,  the 
largest  in  the  Westover 
plant. 
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700  dx.  meters  had  to  be  reconditioned 
and  perhaps  as  many  as  5,000  a.c. 

Reports,  circulated  for  a  time,  that 
Penn  Central  Light  &  Power’s  Raystown 
Dam  near  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  had  been 
swept  away  were  baseless.  Employees, 
working  all  night,  built  earthworks  to 
protect  it  and  the  loss  was  a  splashboard 
and  a  spillway.  The  station  was  com¬ 
pletely  submerged,  and  isolated  when  the 
downstream  bridge  washed  away.  Penn 
Ontral’s  Williamsburg  plant  had  12  ft. 
of  water  in  it,  but  was  back  in  service 
on  March  19.  The  plant  lost  7.500  tons 
of  stored  coal — scattered  far  and  wide. 
Interconnections  with  Pennsylvania  Elec¬ 
tric  and  Potomac  Edison  aided  in  pre¬ 
venting  more  than  minor  service  outages 
in  Penn  Central’s  territory.  Later  in 
the  flood  Penn  Central  sent  power  back 
to  these  companies! 

Additional  information  from  Connecti¬ 
cut  tells  a  story  of  heroic  effort.  While, 
for  example,  Connecticut  Light  &  Power 
reports  that  only  eight  of  the  123  cities 
and  towns  it  serves  were  without  service 
at  any  time,  it  was  a  man-killing  job  to 
keep  the  others  supplied  with  power. 
In  one  instance  a  line  across  the  Housa- 
tonic  was  broken  and  the  Coast  Guard 
had  to  be  called  upon  for  a  breeches 
buoy ;  a  line  was  sh<»t  across  the  river  and 
new  power  cables  strung. 

In  the  Potomac  area  the  story  was 
much  the  same  as  in  other  flood  regions. 
With  Potomac  Edison,  for  example,  while 
ten  of  its  eleven  steam  and  hydro  plants 
were  out  at  one  time  or  another,  inter¬ 
connection  with  West  Penn  and  Penn 
Central  made  it  possible  to  provide  con¬ 
tinuous  lighting  service  throughout  the 
area.  Some  ten  circuits  crossing  the 
Potomac  were  lost  and  a  few  industrial 
users  were  without  power  or  on  re¬ 
stricted  service  for  a  short  time. 

Virginia  Public  Service  made  rapid 
adjustments  to  menacing  situations  and 
was  able  to  maintain  uninterrupted  ser¬ 
vice  throughout  its  territory  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  small  areas  comprising 
h*ss  than  7  per  cent  of  total  customers. 
The  Bremo  Bluff,  Va.,  plant,  built  in 
1931,  came  through  without  a  shutdown. 

In  the  flooded  New  York  area  around 
Binghamton  there  would  have  been  less 
of  a  problem  if  it  had  not  been  for  a 
sleet  storm  at  the  height  of  the  flood. 
While  the  Binghamton  plant  was  flooded 
and  out  of  service  for  a  time,  the  area 
was  supplied  through  interconnection 
with  Niagara  Hudson  and  Scranton  Elec¬ 
tric.  But  ice  formed  to  diameters  of  as 
much  as  five  inches  on  wires  in  the  El¬ 
mira,  Hornell  and  Ithaca  region  and  re¬ 
pair  crews  were  handicapped  by  high 
winds  and  poles  covered  with  glare  ice. 

Testing  devices  have  been  in  big  de¬ 
mand — the  James  G.  Biddle  Company 
reports  the  largest  sales  of  “Megger” 
insulation  testing  instruments  in  its  26 
years  in  business. 


The  Current  Drift 


Flood  and  Public  Relations 

Whatever  other  problems  may  have 
been  involved  in  the  recent  floods,  the 
importance  of  the  public  relations  job 
that  was  or  could  have  been  done  should 
not  be  overlooked.  Local  communities 
knew  when  power  went  off,  but  the  ex¬ 
planation  should  have  been  (often  was) 
given  in  detail  as  soon  as  practicable. 
And  communities  not  affected  wanted  to 
hear  the  operating  story — not  to  mention 
human  interest  items  which  always  make 
good  reading. 

An  outstanding  job  was  done  by  Asso¬ 
ciated  Gas  &  Electric  after  a  serious 
debate  as  to  whether  it  was  capitalizing 
on  misery  and  misfortune.  It  made  no 
bones  about  the  fact  that  some  stations 
had  been  forced  to  shut  down,  but  pri¬ 
marily  it  told  the  story  of  how  a  very  seri¬ 
ous  situation  had  been  averted  by  inter¬ 
connection  (federal  authorities,  note). 

The  picture  in  its  general  aspects  was 


painted  by  Associated  Gas  &  Electric  in 
newspaper  advertising  and  in  release^ 
for  the  press  at  large.  But  the  system 
did  a  lot  more  than  that.  One  example 
was  in  a  New  York  town  where  the  local 
paper  erroneously  said  that  the  electric 
employees  just  gave  up — abandoned  the 
plant.  Representatives  of  the  paper  were 
taken  out  to  the  station  and  given  a  look 
at  these  employees  working  like  beavers. 
Then,  to  correct  the  impression  given 
the  public,  a  short-wave  broadcast  (ques¬ 
tion  and  answer)  was  arranged.  Oper¬ 
ating  men  told  how  they  kept  the  sta¬ 
tion  in  operation  until  the  pumps  were 
flooded  (the  Susquehanna  then  was  more 
than  21  ft.  above  normal)  and  then  fell 
back  on  interconnections  previously  ar¬ 
ranged  and  simply  awaiting  the  call  to 
be  switched  into  emergency  service. 
There  was  no  failure — those  connections 
meant  the  difference  between  light  and 
no  light  for  eleven  towns  and  surround¬ 
ing  territory. 


Midwest  Power  Pnirineerins  Conference 
— Chicago,  Ill.,  April  20-24.  G.  E. 
Pfisterer,  secretary,  308  West  Wash- 
ingrto'h  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Association  of  Iron  and  Hteei  Eiectricai 
Engineers  —  Spring  engineering  con¬ 
ference,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  April  22- 
23.  Brent  Wiley,  managing  director. 
Empire  Building,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Klectrorhemlcal  Society  —  Spring  meet¬ 
ing,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  23-25. 
Colin  G.  Fink,  secretary,  Columbia 
University,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Missouri  Association  of  Pubiic  IJtiiities 
— Annual  meeting,  SL  Louis,  Mo., 
April  29-May  1.  Jesse  Blythe,  assis¬ 
tant  secretary.  Merchants  Bank  Build¬ 
ing,  101  West  High  Street,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo. 

Southc»astern  Elecrtrlc  Exchange — Annual 
conference.  Fort  Sumter  Hotel, 
Charleston,  S.  C.,  April  30-May  1.  J. 
W.  Talley,  executive  secretary,  308 
Haas-Howell  Building,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Xationai  Electrical  Wholesalers  Associa¬ 
tion — Annual  convention.  The  Home¬ 
stead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May  4-9.  E. 
Donald  Tolies,  managing  director,  165 
Broadway,  New  York. 

.\merican  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers — North  Eastern  District  Meet¬ 
ing,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  6-8  ; 
summer  convention,  Huntington  Hotel, 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  June  22-26.  H.  H. 
Henline,  national  secretary,  33  West 
39th  Street,  New  York. 

Refrigerating  Machinery  Association — 
Spring  meeting.  Hot  Springs,  Va., 
May  14-16.  D.  Norris  Benedict,  presi¬ 
dent,  915  Southern  Building,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. 

Air  Conditioning  Manufacturers’  Asso¬ 
ciation — Annual  meeting.  Hot  Springs, 
Va.,  May  16.  P.  A.  McKlttrick,  presi¬ 
dent,  915  Southern  Building,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C. 

National  Electrical  Manufacturers  .Asso¬ 
ciation — Spring  meeting.  The  Home¬ 
stead,  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  May  17-21. 
W.  J.  Donald,  managing  director,  155 
East  44th  Street,  New  York. 

Edison  Electric  Institute — Annual  con¬ 
vention,  Municipal  Auditorium,  St. 
Tjouis,  Mo.,  June  1-4.  Bernard  F. 
Weadock,  managing  director,  420  Lex¬ 
ington  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


Keeping  a  Friendly  Press 

The  job  Associated  Gas  &  Electric  did 
stresses  another  side  of  the  public  re¬ 
lations  problem,  too.  Full,  reliable  in¬ 
formation  is  a  big  help  to  the  news¬ 
papers.  Reporters  are  not  technical  men 
and  they  welcome  a  bit  of  help  in  tell¬ 
ing  a  technical  story.  What  they  can  do 
for  the  utility  in  time  of  emergency  is 
only  one  part  of  the  advantage  gained 
*  by  securing  their  confidence. 

The  other  benefit  is  to  be  felt  at  a 
time  like  that,  a  year  ago,  when  a 
friendly  press  would  have  been  a  tre¬ 
mendous  advantage  in  fighting  the 
“death  sentence.” 


Sell  Service, 

E.E.I.  Advised 

Dramatize,  advertise  and  merchandise 
electric  service — this  sums  up  the  whole 
impression  left  by  the  National  Sales 
Conference  of  the  Edison  Electric  Insti¬ 
tute  held  in  Chicago  last  week.  This 
cogent  advice  is  quoted  from  C.  E.  Wil¬ 
son,  General  Electric,  who  placed  great 
emphasis  on  the  need  for  public  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  value  of  electric  service. 
The  reason,  also  pointed  out  by  Dr.  G.  ^  • 
Allison,  that  people  think  electric  rates 
are  too  high  is  that  there  is  nothing  what¬ 
ever  in  the  routine  billing  and  collecting 
practices  even  to  suggest  to  the  customer 
what  he  is  being  charged  for.  It  cannot 
be  taken  for  granted  that  the  customer 
remembers  what  electric  service  has  done 
for  him. 
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Millions  of  Kw.“Hr. 


Despite  Floods,  Output  Holds  Its  Lead 
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With  a  production  of  1,867,093,000 
kw.-hr.  during  the  week  ended  March  24, 
as  announced  by  the  Edison  Electric  In¬ 
stitute,  the  operations  of  electric  light 
and  power  plants  were  maintained  at 
nearly  the  same  excess  over  other  years 
as  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  month.  The 
gain  amounted  to  9.0  per  cent  over  the 
corresponding  p>eriod  a  year  ago  and  8.3 
per  cent  over  1930.  By  a  slight  revision 
the  tentative  figure  previously  given  for 
the  week  of  March  21  becomes  1,862,- 
387,000  kw.-hr. 

Effects  of  the  severe  floods  in  the  east¬ 
ern  part  of  the  country  are  reflected 


chiefly  in  reduced  gains  in  New  England. 
This  region  has  lately  been  running  7  or 
8  p)er  cent  ahead  of  1935  but  in  the  past 
two  weeks  the  lead  dropped  to  2.8  and 
1.4  per  cent,  respectively.  In  contrast 
with  this  the  figures  for  the  Middle  Atlan- 

Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 

-  -Weekended - - 


Region 

Mar.  28 

Mar.  21 

Mar.  14 

New  England . 

Middle  Atlantic. . . 

+ 

1.4 

+  2.8 

+  8.7 

+ 

10.4 

-I-II.6 

+  10.9 

Central  Industrial. 

+ 

6.7 

+  7.3 

+  10.2 

West  Central . 

+ 

11.2 

-f  12.7 

+  12.3 

Southern  States  .. 

+ 

10.0 

-f  10.  1 

+  10.3 

Rocky  Mountain.. 

+ 

16.2 

+  13.9 

+  15.0 

Pacific  Coast . 

+ 

16.5 

+  13.6 

+  12.4 

United  States' . . 

+ 

9.0 

+  8.0 

+  10.0 

tic  states  show  no  decline,  the  average 
gain  for  the  two  weeks  being  as  much  as 
11  per  cent.  In  the  Central  industrial 
area  there  was  a  moderate  shrinkage  in 
the  margin  over  last  year.  Leading  all 
other  sections,  the  Pacific  Coast  advanced 
16.5  per  cent,  thereby  scoring  its  highest 
rate  of  increase  in  two  years. 


Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 
1936  1935  1934 
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Sound  Policy  Urged 
for  New  Farm  Lines 

“State  regulation  is  likely  to  become 
more  direct  and  intimate  with  resp)ect 
to  rural  electrification  rates  and  policies 
than  formerly,”  declared  Nelson  Lee 
Smith,  chairman  of  the  Public  Service 
Commission  of  New  Hampshire,  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  New  England 
Rural  Electrification  Institute.  This  is 
because  particular  line  extension  proj- 
€ct>  are  likely  to  require  much  more 
careful  scrutiny  as  the  percentage  of 
electrified  farms  increases. 

“The  interest  of  a  state  commission  in 
farm  service,”  said  the  si)eaker,  “is 
double-edged.  On  the  one  hand  it  is  our 
function  to  see  that  all  those  reasonably 


entitled  to  service  shall  secure  it  under 
the  most  favorable  terms  justified  by  the 
circumstances.  Therefore  we  are  con¬ 
cerned  with  every  possible  improvement 
in  the  technique  of  line  construction 
and  of  cost  reduction  without  jeopardiz¬ 
ing  service  standards.  .  .  .  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  equally  the  commission’s  obli¬ 
gation  to  prevent  such  an  undue  exten¬ 
sion  of  rural  lines  into  areas  of  sparse 
customer  density  and  small  individual 
consumption  that  customers  in  more  con¬ 
centrated  areas  would  either  be  bur¬ 
dened  or  precluded  from  the  enjoyment 
of  rate  reductions  otherwise  possible. 

“Furthermore,  we  are  necessarily  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  equity  of  the  conditions 
under  which  extensions  shall  be  made  by 
one  company  as  compared  with  an¬ 
other.  ...  It  is  not  unlikely  that  our 
commission  may  shortly  require  all  elec¬ 


trical  utilities  under  its  jurisdiction  to 
file,  as  a  part  of  their  regular  tariffs,  the 
terms  and  conditions  under  which  they 
will  undertake  to  make  rural  exten¬ 
sions.” 

Urging  a  more  carefully  integrated 
and  co-ordinated  plan  for  future  exten¬ 
sions  Mr.  Smith  suggested  that  short 
sections  of  line  should  not  be  built  if 
the  result  is  to  create  “tag  ends,”  and  to 
make  even  more  remote  the  possibility 
of  serving  scattered  but  deserving  groups 
of  farms. 

• 

Small  Utility  Sold 

Birmingham  (Ala.)  Electric  Company 
plans  to  purchase,  for  $2,700,  the  Fair- 
field  Utilities  Company,  serving  a  suburb 
of  Birmingham. 
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Bonds  and  Stocks  Down  a  Shade 
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Utility  bond  issues  held  narrowly  in  March  with  the  “Electrical  World” 
index  at  105.6,  compared  with  105.7  in  February.  Stock  prices  eased  to 
36.5  this  week  from  36.9  last  week. 


Utility  Financing 
Small  This  Week 

Public  utility  financing  was  light  this 
week,  hut  a  substantial  volume  of  new 
issues  continues  in  the  offing,  conspicu¬ 
ously  the  plan  which  Niagara  Hud¬ 
son  Power  Corporation  is  reported  to  he 
considering  for  refunding  operations  to 
cut  debt  charges  as  much  as  $2,000,000  a 
year.  Of  this  company’s  total  debt  alK>ut 
$195,000,000  is  callable  and  of  the  call¬ 
able  total  about  $110,000,000  carries  an 
interest  rate  of  5  per  cent  or  higher. 

The  week’s  principal  offerings  were 
two  issues  for  Iowa  Electric  Light  & 
Power — one  of  $3,600,000  series  E  4  per 
cent  first  mortgage  bonds  priced  at  103 
and  the  other  of  $1,250,000  of  3  per  cent 
serial  notes,  due  from  1936  to  1941,  at 
prices  to  yield  from  0.75  to  3.00  per  cent. 


The  notes  were  placed  privately,  the 
company  announced. 

One  financing  plan  was  at  least  tem¬ 
porarily  withdrawn,  the  fl<H)d  making  the 
time  too  short  for  New  England  Power 
Association  to  arrange  the  proposed  $28,- 
000.000  hank  loan  contemplated  to  re¬ 
fund  the  $24,522,502  of  5y2  per  cent  de¬ 
bentures  and  $3,000,000  of  notes. 

• 

City  Expects  to  Purchase 
Los  Angeles  Gas  &  Electric 

Purchase  of  the  Los  Angeles  Gas  & 
Electric  Company’s  properties  by  the 
city  of  Los  Angeles  will  be  arranged  in 
an  amicable  agreement  “in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture,”  according  to  Ezra  F.  Scattergood, 
chief  electrical  engineer  and  general  man¬ 
ager  city  Bureau  of  Power  and  Light. 
While  condemnation  proceedings  are 
pending  and  estimates  on  the  price  range 


from  $25,000,000  to  $50,000,000,  Mr. 
Scattergood  predicts  an  agreement  within 
30  days. 

Name-Calling 
in  Lobby  Probe 

Having  pored  over  an  estimated  5,000,- 
000  telegrams,  the  Senate  lobbying 
probers  this  week  left  off  with  their 
“fishing  expedition”  and  there  was  little 
activity  other  than  continued  acrimonious 
name-calling.  Committee  member  Sher¬ 
man  Minton,  Indiana  Democrat,  was  the 
most  active  name-caller,  primarily  in  a 
long-distance  duel  with  Dudley  Field 
Malone.  Minton  paused  in  the  Malone 
fight  long  enough,  however,  to  call  Wil¬ 
liam  Randolph  Hearst  “that  purse-proud, 
insolent,  arrogant,  bulldozing  newspaper 
publisher.” 

In  the  House  the  Smith  lobby  registra¬ 
tion  bill  was  passed;  Senator  Hugo  L. 
Black,  head  of  the  investigation,  promised 
to  give  it  more  teeth  when  it  came  before 
the  Senate. 

• 

Tampa  Electric  Chief 
Criticises  High  Taxes 

Taxes  which  utilities  are  obliged  to 
pay  are  “out  of  all  proportion  to  taxes 
levied  upon  other  business  and  other 
property,”  Peter  O.  Knight,  president  of 
Tampa  Electric,  told  stockholders  at  the 
annual  meeting,  citing  his  company’s 
bill  of  $455,771  for  last  year  based  on 
operating  revenues  of  $4,038,820. 


Duke  Opposes  Tax  Rise 
in  South  Carolina 

Opposition  by  Duke  Power  Company 
to  South  Carolina’s  proposed  100  per  cent 
increase  in  the  tax  based  on  energy  pro¬ 
duction  has  resulted  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  deferring  action.  The 
new  tax  would  take  28  per  cent  of  gross 
revenues  realized  in  the  state,  compared 
with  23.55  per  cent  at  present,  Duke  offi¬ 
cials  declared. 

• 

Montana-Dakota  Exempt 

Montana-Dakota  Utilities  Company 
registered  with  the  S.E.C.  under  the 
holding  company  law  last  Novemln'r  but, 
since  that  time,  has  absorbed  its  sub¬ 
sidiaries  and  the  commission  has  now  de¬ 
clared  it  exempt. 

• 

Associated  Unit  Dissolved 

Another  Associated  Gas  &  Electric 
subsidiary — Penn  Southern  Power  Com¬ 
pany — has  been  dissolved,  making  a 
total  of  321  units  eliminated  since  1921. 
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JKunicipal  J^lant5 


Florence,  Ala. — Statement  that  officials 
of  the  Alabama  Power  Company  had  ex¬ 
pressed  a  willingness  to  sell  the  power  dis¬ 
tribution  system  except  the  part  involved  in 
a  contract  with  the  T.V.A.  was  made  by 
.Mayor  Lee  Glenn.  The  statement  was  made 
after  a  conference  between  power  company 
officials  and  the  Board  of  City  Commis¬ 
sioners.  Officials  of  the  power  company 
were  quoted  by  Mayor  Glenn  as  saying  they 
would  accept  4  per  cent  revenue  bonds, 
secured  by  a  mortgage  on  the  distribution 
system.  It  was  generally  understood  the 
price  would  be  $195,000,  less  depreciation 
since  1933,  plus  extensions  and  repairs. 

Pasadena,  Calif. — Removal  of  electric 
light  and  power  poles  and  overhead  wires 
on  south  Los  Robles  Avenue  and  east 
California  Street  has  been  ordered  by  the 
Municipal  Light  and  Power  Department. 
The  removal  of  the  overhead  system  on  south 
Los  Robles  Avenue  is  the  latest  step  being 
taken  to  make  Pasadena  a  poleless  city, 
according  to  Benjamin  F.  DeLanty,  general 
manager  of  the  department.  Pasadena  has 
73  miles  of  electric  conduits  installed  in  259 
miles  of  streets  and  the  underground  in¬ 
stallation  will  be  continued  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  Mr.  DeLanty  said. 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla. — Whether  or  not 
the  city  will  continue  to  enjoy  a  full  measure 
of  modern  lighting  has  been  placed  by  the 
city  fathers  squarely  up  to  the  Florida 
Power  &  Light  Company.  An  informal 
meeting  between  representatives  of  the 
power  company  and  the  city  commission  was 
recently  held  when  the  utility  delegate  asked 
for  a  statement  of  just  what  the  city  could 
afford  to  pay  for  street  lighting  service 
only.  The  city  countered  with  the  propo¬ 
sition  of  paying  $300  a  month  for  all  the 
light  services  combined,  the  limit  under 
present  financial  conditions,  according  to 
City  Manager  Merrill.  City  officials  went 
on  record  that  they  would  never  recommend 
at  any  meeting  the  turning  off  of  any  lights 
to  cut  down  the  bills,  .\nother  meeting  will 
be  held  in  the  near  future. 

Huntington,  Ind. — Mayor  Clare  W.  H. 
Bangs  and  ten  others  charged  with  violating 
a  Northern  Indiana  Power  Company  injunc¬ 
tion  by  continuing  service  to  patrons  of 
the  municipal  electric  plant  have  been 
ordered  to  appear  for  trial  on  civil  contempt 
charges  by  Special  Judge  Huber  M.  Devoss 
of  Decatur.  Other  defendants  include  the 
city  engineer,  city  attorney,  new  city  light 
director,  the  ousted  superintendent  of  the 
plant  and  others. 

Shelbyville,  Ind. — Downtown  area  will 
he  completely  lighted  for  the  first  time  in 
four  years.  For  the  sake  of  economy  most 
of  the  ornamental  lights  were  turned  off  in 
1932  by  order  of  the  city  council.  The 
present  council  has  decided  for  restoration 
of  the  entire  system. 

Corning,  Iowa — Pursuant  to  a  court  order 
that  the  lowa-Nebraska  Light  &  Power  Com¬ 
pany  remove  its  poles  and  wires  from  the 
streets  within  180  days,  the  utility  has 
begun  to  dismantle  its  lines  and  has  advised 
remaining  patrons  to  change  over  to  the 
municipal  plant.  According  to  Bruce  Watts, 
superintendent  of  the  municipal  plant,  work 
on  the  exchange  of  meters  will  be  completed 
very  soon. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa — Friendly  suit  to  test 
the  validity  of  an  election  held  April  17, 
1934,  which  authorized  City  Council  to 


spend  $504,000  toward  the  construction  of 
a  municipal  light  and  power  plant  and  dis¬ 
tribution  system  to  cost  $917,000,  has  been 
filed  in  the  Linn  County  District  Court  by 
Harry  Abbott,  who  is  a  proponent  of  munic¬ 
ipal  ownership.  Petition  asks  for  an  in¬ 
junction  to  restrain  city  officials  from  taking 
any  further  action  toward  construction  of 
the  plant.  Legality  of  the  election  was 
questioned.  P.W.A.  has  granted  $413,000 
for  the  plant.  By  stipulation  of  counsel 
an  immediate  setting  of  the  case  was  asked. 

Detroit,  Mich. — City  Council  recently  ap¬ 
propriated  $145,500  to  be  used  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  improving  street  lighting  system. 
Tests  are  now  being  made  to  determine  the 
styles  of  lamps  and  standards  to  be  used. 
Installation  of  the  new  equipment  will  begin 
about  May  1.  Louis  J.  Schrenck,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  public  lighting  commission, 
said  the  commission’s  $800,000  P.W.A. 
project  of  power  line  extensions  will  be 
under  construction  in  about  a  month. 

JoNESViLLE,  La. — City  officials  are  con¬ 
sidering  the  sale  of  the  municipally-owned 
electric  power  and  water  plant  to  the 
Ouachita  Ice  &  Utilities  Company  for  ap¬ 
proximately  $70,000,  if  the  voters  decide  in 
favor  of  the  proposal.  Terms  of  the  pro¬ 
posal  call  for  a  cash  consideration  of  $11,000 


to  be  paid  at  the  time  the  title  is  passed. 
Additional  payments  of  $100  a  month  are 
to  be  received  by  the  city  for  20  years,  and 
the  purchasers  are  to  assume  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  outstanding  bonds  in  the 
amount  of  $29,000.  In  return  for  the  20-year 
franchise,  the  purchasers  are  to  furnish  the 
city  with  free  street  lights  for  20  years. 
Officials  of  the  utilities  company  state  they 
will  reduce  water  and  light  rates  approxi¬ 
mately  one-third. 

Alliance,  Ohio  —  Proposed  survey  of 
municipal  power  plant  possibilities  (Elec¬ 
trical  World,  March  28,  page  80)  has  been 
written  off  City  Council’s  books  after  a 
second  rate  cut  offer  by  the  Ohio  Public 
Service  Company. 

Newton  Falls,  Ohio — Village  council 
has  hired  Cincinnati  engineers  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  feasibility  of  building  a  munic¬ 
ipal  light  plant.  The  village’s  contract  with 
(5hio  Public  Service  expires  June  20. 

New  Brookland,  S.  C.  —  Contract  has 
been  made  with  the  Broad  River  Power 
Company  for  rebuilding  the  lighting  system 
of  the  town.  Relocation  of  all  lights  and 
the  installation  of  modern  fixtures  will  be 
included. 

Memphis,  Tenn. — City  will  open  bids  for 
construction  of  a  municipal  distribution  sys¬ 
tem  late  in  June,  with  construction  to  start 
in  July.  Major  Thomas  H.  Allen,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  city  light  and  water  commission, 
has  announced  that  the  city  will  issue  its 
own  bonds  if  P.W.A.  financing  would  cause 
a  delay  in  construction.  On  November  6, 
1935,  a  referendum  was  held  and  the  voters 
approved  a  $9,000,000  T.V.A.  bond  issue 
and  present  plans  are  to  sell  $3,000,000  of 
the  issue  if  P.W.A.  financing  isn’t  completed 
immediately.  Memphis  Power  &  Light 
offered  to  reduce  rates  by  an  aggregate  sum 
of  $1,000,000  per  year  and  to  sell  the  gen¬ 
erating  plant  for  ^,500,000.  The  offer  was 
rejected  by  city  officials.  “It  should  be 
made  plain  to  the  public,”  Mr.  Allen  said, 
“that  the  reduction  in  rates  would  occur 
in  large  part  without  cost  to  the  power  com¬ 
pany  due  to  savings  made  in  bond  interest, 
taxes,  reserve  fund  deposits  for  renewal  and 
replacement,  operation  and  maintenance  cost 
and  other  items  which  they  would  no  longer 
have  to  pay  if  the  generating  plant  were 
owned  by  T.V.A.  or  city  of  Memphis.” 

Llano,  Tex. — City  council  has  granted  a 
fifty-year  franchise  to  the  Llano  Community 
Service  Company  for  furnishing  the  city  and 
private  consumers  with  power  and  light. 

Hampton,  Va. — City  council  is  negotiating 
with  the  V'^irginia  Public  Service  Corpora¬ 
tion  preliminary  to  settlement  of  the  future 
franchise  for  its  light  and  power.  A  thirty- 
year  lease  expires  on  April  7. 

CtEUR  d’Alene,  Idaho — The  municipal 
ownership  case  entered  a  new  phase  recently 
when  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Harold  Ickes 
brought  a  motion  before  the  court  of  appeals 
at  San  Francisco  asking  that  the  city’s  ap¬ 
peal  case  from  an  injunction  granted  the 
Washington  Water  Power  Company  be  sent 
back  to  the  district  court.  The  motion  was 
based  on  a  new  contract,  drawn  by  Mr.  Ickes’ 
advisers,  which  would  not  attempt  to  dictate 
power  rates.  Last  year  Judge  C.  C. 
Cavanah.  in  district  court,  granted  the  plea 
of  the  Washington  Water  Power  Company 
for  an  injunction  restraining  Secretary  Ickes 
and  the  city  from  making  a  contract  by 
which  the  government  would  lend  and 
donate  money  for  the  construction  of  munic¬ 
ipal  light  and  water  systems  to  compete  with 
that  of  the  Washington  Water  Power  Com¬ 
pany.  In  the  new  contract  being  offered  the 
city  Secretary  Ickes  would  not  attempt  to 
dictate  the  rates  to  be  charged  by  the 
municipal  system,  a  power  which  had  been 
reserved  to  the  government  in  the  original 
contract. 


BOULDER  LINE 
TERMINAL 


One  of  six  12-ft.  transformer  bush* 
ings,  each  of  which  will  be  the 
terminal  for  one  of  the  cables  on 
the  266-mile,  275,()00-volt  line  from 
Boulder  Dam  to  Los  Angeles. 
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J.  H.  Foote  Chief  Engineer 
of  Consumers  Power  Company 

Appointment  of  J.  H.  Foote  as  chief 
engineer  of  the  Consumers  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  succeeding  the  late  B.  E.  Morrow, 
was  recently  announced  by  D,  E.  Karn, 
vice-president  and  general  manager. 
After  graduation  from  Michigan  State 
College  in  1914  Mr.  Foote  was  employed 
by  the  Eastern  Michigan  Power  Com¬ 
pany,  leaving  after  a  short  time  to  work 
for  the  Fargo  Engineering  Company.  He 
returned  in  1915  to  the  power  company. 


in  1918  was  placed  in  charge  of  trans¬ 
mission  line  design  and  construction  and 
became  electrical  engineer  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  Power  Corporation  a  few 
years  later.  Through  the  changes  from 
Commonwealth  Power  to  Stevens  & 
Wood,  to  Allied  Engineers  and  finally  to 
Commonwealth  &  Southern,  Mr.  Foote 
remained  as  electrical  engineer. 

Mr.  Foote  is  widely  known  in  associa¬ 
tion  activities,  being  a  member  and 
committee  worker  in  the  American  Soci¬ 
ety  for  Testing  Materials,  the  American 
Institute  of  F^lectrical  Engineers,  the 
Edison  Electric  Institute,  the  Association 
of  Edison  Illuminating  Companies,  the 
American  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Science  and  the  Society  for 
Promotion  of  Engineering  Education. 

• 

H.  J.  Gallagher  Appointed 
Farm  Service  Supervisor 

II.  J.  Gallagher  has  been  appointed 
farm  service  supervisor  of  the  Consum¬ 
ers  Power  Company.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Michigan  State  College  and  holds 
degrees  of  bachelor  of  science  and  mas¬ 
ter  of  agriculture.  He  qualifies  as  a 
“dirt  farmer,”  having  operated  his  own 
100-acre  dairy  farm  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Gallagher  brings  to  the  Consum¬ 


ers  organization  the  benefits  of  a  wide 
experience  in  the  adaptation  of  elec¬ 
tricity  to  agricultural  operations.  Since 
1923  he  has  been  professor  in  charge  of 
research  and  experimentation  in  rural 
electrification  of  Michigan  State  College. 
During  this  time,  his  activities  included 
work  as  a  farm  electrification  specialist 
in  the  Agriculture  Extension  Branch  of 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
He  is  well  known  throughout  the  state’s 
rural  territory  for  his  numerous  maga¬ 
zine  articles,  radio  broadcasts,  and  as 
editor  of  the  question  and  answer  de¬ 
partment  of  the  publication  “Electricity 
on  the  Farm.” 

• 

L.  V.  Sutton  Made  President 
of  Southeastern  Exchange 

Louis  V.  Sutton,  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Carolina  Power  & 
Light  Company,  has  been  made  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southeastern  Electric  Ex¬ 
change.  Mr.  Sutton  first  became  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Carolina  utility  in  1912 
when  he  went  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  as  a 
student  engineer  in  the  statistical  and 
engineering  department. 

Gradually  advancing  through  the 
ranks,  Mr.  Sutton  was  named  assistant 
to  the  chief  engineer  and  then  became 
a  division  manager,  commercial  man¬ 
ager  and  assistant  to  the  general  man¬ 
ager.  In  1924,  he  left  Carolina  Power 
&  Light  to  become  assistant  general 
manager  of  the  Arkansas  Central  Power 
Company  at  Little  Rock,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  three  years,  during  which 
time  that  company  was  merged  with 
others  to  form  the  Arkansas  Power  & 
Light  Company.  In  1927  when  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Power  &  Light  Company  was 
organized,  he  became  vice-president  and 
general  manager  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  the  end  of  1932,  when  he 
resigned  to  return  to  the  Carolina  Power 
&  Light  Company.  Mr.  Sutton  was 
elected  president  and  general  manager 
in  1933. 

A  native  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  a 
graduate  of  the  Virginia  Polytechnic 
Institute,  Mr.  Sutton  became  associated 
with  the  General  Electric  Company  at 
Lynn,  Mass,,  before  going  South.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of 
Electrical  Engineers,  the  Edison  Electric 
Institute  and  other  technical  organiza¬ 
tions. 

• 

►  George  V.  McLaughlin  has  been 
elected  a  director  of  the  Brooklyn  Edison 
Company. 


A.  Vilstrup  Appointed 
Chief  Electrical  Engineer 

A.  Vilstrup,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  British  Columbia  Electric  Rail¬ 
way  Company,  Vancouver,  for  the  past 
24  years,  has  been  appointed  chief  elec¬ 
trical  engineer  of  that  company. 

Mr.  Vilstrup  was  born  in  Denmark 
and  received  his  general  and  technical 
education  in  that  country.  Following 
gt'aduation  from  the  college  of  electrical 
engineering  at  Copenhagen  in  1902,  he 
went  to  England.  He  remained  in  that 


country  for  seven  years,  the  greater  part 
of  which  was  spent  in  the  employ  of  the 
British  Insulated  &  Helsby  Cables,  Ltd. 

Transferring  his  interests  to  Canada  in 
1910,  the  following  year  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  British  Columbia  Electric 
Railway  Company.  He  has  worked  for 
this  utility  in  various  capacities  during 
the  past  24  years,  advancing  to  assistant 
plant  manager  in  1929.  Mr.  Vilstrup  has 
been  plant  manager  since  the  death  in 
1935  of  J.  I.  Newell,  vice-president  and 
plant  manager. 

Union  Gas  &  Electric 
Promotes  P.  B.  Stewart 

Philip  B.  Stewart  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  electric  distribution 
department  of  the  Union  Gas  &  Electric 
Company,  Cincinnati,  by  E.  S.  Fields, 
manager  electric  department.  The  posi¬ 
tion  was  recently  made  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Francis  R.  Healey,  who  had 
filled  the  post  since  1909. 

Mr.  Stewart  has  been  assistant  super¬ 
intendent  for  some  ten  years.  Mr.  Stew¬ 
art  joined  the  company  in  1917,  getting 
a  job  as  garage  mechanic.  In  March, 
1918,  he  was  given  a  job  as  truck  driver. 
After  promotion  to  lineman,  Mr.  Stewart 
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in  1919  was  made  a  foreman.  Soon 
thereafter  he  was  named  general  fore¬ 
man  of  transmission  line  construction 
and  maintenance,  a  position  he  retained 
until  1926,  when  he  was  appointed  assist¬ 
ant  superintendent. 


►  Howard  F.  Carlson,  formerly  of  the 
|)ower  sales  department  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Electric  Light  Company,  has 
joined  the  sales  staff  of  the  Clark  &  Mills 
Electric  Company,  Cambridge  and  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  contractor-dealers. 

►  F.  A.  Faron  has  been  appointed  man¬ 
ager  of  the  New  Haven,  Conn.,  office  of 
the  General  Electric  Company.  Mr. 
Faron  has  been  connected  with  General 
Klectric  since  1916. 

►  Harry  B.  Clapp  has  joined  the  staff 
of  the  Clark  Tructractor  Company,  Bat¬ 
tle  Creek,  Mich.,  manufacturer  of  gas- 
powered  industrial  trucks,  tructiers  and 
tractors  for  material-handling  operations, 
as  transportation  engineer. 

►  R.  J.  Murphy,  district  representative 
of  the  Elgin  Softener  Corporation  at 
Pittsburgh,  has  been  promoted  to  divi¬ 
sion  manager  with  headquarters  in 
(lleveland.  Paul  F.  Sparrow  has  been 
appointed  district  representative  at 
Pittsburgh. 


OBITUARY 

Raymond  Dill 

Raymond  Dill,  treasurer  of  Allis- 
Chalmers  Manufacturing  Company,  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  for  the  past  thirteen  years, 
died  suddenly,  of  a  heart  attack,  in  his 
office  on  March  17.  Mr.  Dill  was  born 
55  years  ago  on  a  farm  near  Dayton, 
Ohio.  Following  graduation  from  Ohio 
State  University  in  electrical  engineering 
in  1901  he  became  identified  with  the 
Uestinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing 
Company. 

In  1905  Mr.  Dill  joined  the  Allis- 
Chalmers  organization  at  the  Bullock 
Works  in  Cincinnati  and  in  1908  was 
transferred  to  the  electrical  division  in 
Milwaukee.  After  a  few  years  he  en¬ 
tered  the  treasurer’s  department,  where  he 
advanced,  serving  as  assistant  treasurer. 
In  1923  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the 
company  and  later  secretary  and  trea¬ 
surer. 

• 

^  Frank  E.  Larkee,  district  manager  for 
the  Wisconsin-Michigan  Power  Company 
at  eyauwega,  Wis.,  until  two  years  ago, 
died  March  18  in  Madison  in  his  forty- 
seventh  year.  Mr.  Larkee  resigned  be¬ 
cause  of  ill  health. 

^Lord  Vaux  of  Harrowden,  vice- 
president  of  the  British  Electrical  and 
Allied  Manufacturers’  Association,  died 


recently  at  the  age  of  75.  Lord  Vaux 
was  a  director  of  the  Brush  Electrical 
Engineering  Company. 

►  Frank  P.  Bowen,  vice-president  of 
the  Northwestern  Illinois  Utilities  at 
Savanna,  Ill.,  died  February  28  in  that 
city  as  the  result  of  a  fall.  He  was  76 
years  old.  Mr.  Bowen  became  affiliated 
with  the  electric  utility  business  in  1889. 
He  was  connected  with  the  electric  and 
gas  companies  of  Savanna  ever  since 
their  inception,  and  superintended  the 
construction  of  all  of  the  plants  and 
transmission  lines  that  are  being  oper¬ 
ated,  with  the  exception  of  two  years, 
when  he  operated  combined  steam  and 
hydro-electric  plants  at  Anamosa,  Ox¬ 
ford  Junction,  and  Maquoketa,  Iowa. 
When  the  telephone,  gas,  and  electric 


properties  in  Savanna  were  consolidated 
in  1926,  he  became  general  manager  of 
Northwestern  Illinois  Utilities.  Since 
1929  he  had  been  vice-president,  serving 
in  an  advisory  capacity  and  taking  care 
of  all  matters  of  a  legal  and  contractual 
nature. 

►  Alexander  H.  Boyd,  electrical  engi¬ 
neer,  who  perfected  several  devices  used 
in  the  electroplating  of  metals,  died  ■* 
March  28  at  his  home  in  East  Orange, 
N.  J.  in  his  sixty-second  year.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  was  New  York 
manager  for  the  Hanson,  Van  W  inkle  & 
Munning  Company,  manufacturers  of 
electroplating  machinery.  Some  years 
ago  Mr.  Boyd  spent  fifteen  years  in  the 
Philadelphia  office  of  the  General  Elec¬ 
tric  Company. 


]Q.QCQnt  ]Q.atQ  ^lianaQ5 


Virginia  Electric  &  Power  Company  has 
announced  reductions  in  both  the  domestic 
and  commercial  lighting  rates,  effective 
April  1.  The  reductions  will  affect  approxi¬ 
mately  100,000  customers  in  Richmond  and 
near-by  sections.  Total  savings  to  con¬ 
sumers  were  estimated  at  $215,000  a  year. 
The  present  residential  rate  for  electricity 
for  30  kw.-hr.  per  month  is  6  cents  per 
kilowatt-hour,  making  a  total  cost  of  $1.80 
to  the  user.  The  new  rate  will  be  5J  cents 
per  kilowatt-hour  for  the  30  kw.-hr.,  or 
$1.65  per  month.  The  rate  on  the  next 
60  kw.-hr.  and  on  successive  steps  in  the 
graduated  scale  remains  the  same.  Com¬ 
mercial  consumers  now  have  a  rate  of  6 
cents  for  the  first  100  kw.-hr.  and  this  first 
step  rate  will  drop  to  5i  cents,  so  that  those 
who  use  100  kw.-hr.  will  have,  after  April 
1,  a  monthly  bill  of  $5.50  instead  of  $6. 
Successive  stages  of  the  graduated  scale  will 
not  be  altered  under  the  new  order.  “I 
think  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  these 
lowered  rates  will  result  in  an  increased 
use  of  electric  power  in  the  territory  of  the 
Virginia  Electric  &  Power  Company,”  H. 
Lester  Hooker,  member  of  the  State  Cor¬ 
poration  Commission,  said. 

Memphis  Power  &  Light  Company  has 
been  ordered  by  the  Tennessee  Railroad  and 
Public  Utilities  Commission  to  show  why 
rates  should  not  be  reduced. 

Consumers  Power  Company,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Michigan  Public  Utilities  Commis¬ 
sion,  has  accepted  the  rate  cuts  ordered 
by  the  commission  which  mean  a  saving  of 
approximately  12i  per  cent  to  domestic 
users  and  a  slash  in  revenue  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $1,500,000  annually  (Electrical 
World,  March  28,  page  75).  The  letter  of 
acceptance  stated  the  company’s  doubt  that 
the  new  schedules  are  justified  by  earnings, 
but  admits  “there  is  merit  in  the  expressed 
•desire  to  simplify  the  residential  rate  struc¬ 
ture.” 

Louisville  Gas  &  Electric  Company’s 
president,  T.  B.  Wilson,  testified  last  week 
before  the  Board  of  Equalization  at  a  hear¬ 
ing  on  the  company’s  protest  against  assess¬ 
ments  by  the  city.  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that 
the  company  had  set  a  value  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $66,0(X),(X)0  for  rate-making  purposes. 
H.  H.  Nettelroth,  of  city  counsel,  repeatedly 
asked  the  witness  about  the  depreciation 
figures  carried  on  the  company  books  at 


amounts  ranging  from  $710,(XX)  to  $1,{X)6,- 
000  for  the  six  years  the  city  contends  the 
company  failed  to  pay  enough  taxes,  and 
about  amounts  ranging  from  $2,777,464  to 
$3,554,264  for  those  years  as  put  on  the  tax 
schedule  filed  with  the  city  assessor.  Mr. 
Nettelroth  tried  to  have  Mr.  Wilson  show 
that  had  the  depreciation  figures  on  the 
tax  schedule  been  used  in  arriving  at  net 
earnings  for  the  year  1933,  the  dividends 
on  stocks  and  other  outlays  would  have  been 
paid  out  of  surplus.  The  company,  the 
attorney  said,  had  no  such  surplus.  Mr. 
Wilson  contended  that  the  book  deprecia¬ 
tion  shown  for  the  year,  $874,000,  had  been 
set  properly.  The  depreciation  figures  for 
the  same  year  as  shown  on  the  tax  schedule 
is  $3,554,264,  an  exhibit  showed.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
son  told  the  counsel  that  the  depreciation 
figures  he  had  set  up  came  out  of  his  forty 
years’  experience  in  the  utility  business.  He 
cited  many  properties  that  disappeared  due 
to  obsolescence  or  depreciation  in  the  period. 

New  York  Power  &  Light  Corporation 
has  filed  a  revision  of  electric  rates  with 
the  Public  Service  Commission  which  will 
save  consumers  in  the  Cobleskill  district 
approximately  $25,600  annually.  The  resi¬ 
dential  rate  is  reduced  for  all  use  beyond 
8  kw.-hr.  In  addition,  seasonal  minimum 
charges  are  reduced  from  $15  to  $12.  Rates 
for  commercial  and  industrial  service  are 
brought  into  conformity  with  the  standard 
rates  for  the  Albany  and  other  districts. 

Niagara  Electric  Service  Corporation 
has  filed  revised  electric  schedules  with  the 
New  York  Public  Service  Commission  which 
are  to  become  effective  in  that  portion  of 
the  city  of  Niagara  Falls  formerly  known 
as  La  Salle  and  in  parts  of  the  towns  of 
Lewiston  and  Niagara  in  Niagara  County. 
The  revisions  cancel  the  rates  of  the  Niagara 
Falls  Gas  &  Electric  Company  and  estab¬ 
lish  rates  for  this  territory  to  be  served 
by  the  Niagara  Electric  ^rvice  Corpora¬ 
tion  in  accordance  with  a  recent  order  of 
the  commission  consenting  to  the  transfer 
of  the  electric  plant  of  the  Niagara  Falls 
company  to  the  Niagara  Electric  Service 
Corporation.  The  new  rale  is  75  cents  for 
the  first  15  kw.-hr.,  .3.8  cents  for  the  next 
45  and  1.5  for  excess  use.  The  minimum 
charge  is  75  cents  per  month.  The  former 
rate  had  the  same  monthly  minimum  and 
a  charge  of  4.75  cents  per  kilowatt-hour. 
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New  Lamps  Point 
to  Future  Trends 

EtiKmeors  see  hif;h>pressure  mercury 
arc  closely  approximating  sunlight  and 
fluorescent  tube  H'hich  may  revolu¬ 
tionize  colored  illumination 

Lighting  experiments  which  promise 
soon  to  come  out  of  the  laboratory  stage 
and  revolutionize  many  types  of  il¬ 
lumination  were  demonstrated  in  New 
York  late  last  week  before  the  American 
Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers  and  the 
New  York  Electrical  Society.  One  de¬ 
velopment  promises  much  better  colored 
lights  with  a  marked  reduction  in  energy 
consumption;  the  other  a  close  approxi¬ 
mation  of  the  qualities  of  sunlight. 

The  latter,  a  high-pressure  mercury- 
arc  lamp,  was  demonstrated  and  ex¬ 
plained  by  Dr.  John  W.  Marden  of 
Westinghouse,  who  declared  that  “the 
greater  the  amount  of  electrical  energy 
sent  through  such  a  device  the  nearer 
does  the  color  composition  of  its  light 
resemble  that  of  sunlight.  ...  If,  in  time, 
we  can  further  improve  the  quality  of 
light  from  this  mercury  arc  we  will  be 
able  to  duplicate  sunshine  in  every  way, 
even  to  ultra-violet  radiations. 

“Producing  light  by  this  method  as¬ 
sures  lighting  scientists  of  today  that 
they  are  heading  along  one  of  the  right 
avenues  of  tomorrow’s  artificial  illumi- 
nant.  It  operates  at  unusually  high  effi¬ 
ciency,  converting  so  much  of  its  elec¬ 
trical  input  into  light  that  in  time  it  will 
mean  we  can  obtain  three  times  the 
amount  of  light  for  the  same  electrical 
consumption  now  utilized  for  lighting 
purposes.” 

Dr.  Marden  gave  a  convincing  demon¬ 
stration — one  of  these  lamps,  a  2,000- 
watt  unit,  in  the  dome  of  the  theater  of 
the  Engineering  Societies  Building  il¬ 
luminated  the  entire  auditorium  brightly. 
He  also  demonstrated  a  tiny  mercury- 
arc  lamp,  barely  the  size  of  a  peanut, 
which  closely  approximates  sunlight. 

The  demonstration  of  the  last  word  in 
colored  lighting  was  given  by  Dr.  L.  J. 
Buttolph  of  General  Electric.  A  tube 
containing  a  trace  of  mercury,  a  small 
amount  of  argon  as  a  “starter”  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  fluorescent  powder  which  clings  to 
the  glass  utilizes  invisible  ultra-violet 
rays  which,  when  they  strike  the  fluo¬ 
rescent  coating,  are  transformed  into 
visible  radiations  of  colored  light.  They 
give  off  from  50  to  200  times  as  much 
colored  light  for  the  energy  used  as  the 


ordinary  colored  incandescent  lamps  and 
color  can  be  controlled  by  varying  the 
chemical  composition  of  the  fluorescent 
coating. 

The  advantage  over  the  incandescent 
lamp  for  creating  colored  light  is 
simple:  The  old  style  emits  light  made 
up  of  all  colors  of  the  s|>ectrum  and  all 
but  the  desired  color  must  be  absorbed, 
whereas  the  'absorption  is  eliminated  in 
the  fluorescent  lamp. 

Co-operative  Advertising 
for  Refrigerator  Drive 

Six  months  of  co-operative  advertising 
to  put  10,000  more  electric  refrigerators 
in  Milwaukee  homes  during  1936  is 
planned  by  the  newly  formed  Electric 
Refrigeration  Bureau,  an  offshoot  of  the 
Wisconsin  Radio,  Refrigeration  and  Ap¬ 
pliance  Association. 

Magnet  Wire  Standards 

A  set  of  magnet  wire  standards  has 
just  been  issued  by  the  National  Elec¬ 
trical  Manufacturers  Association,  cover¬ 
ing  cotton-covered,  silk-covered  and 
enameled  round  copper  magnet  wire. 

• 

Saiigamo  Stock  Offer 

Stockholders  of  Sangamo  Electric 
have  approved  issuance  of  25,000  new 
common  shares,  2'/^  shares  to  be  offered 
for  each  preferred  share  outstanding. 


Sugar  Decision 
Limits  Codes” 

How  far  industry  may  go  in  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  regulate  itself  through  fair  trade 
practice  codes  was  defined  on  Monday 
by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
the  Sugar  Institute,  Inc.,  case,  a  decision 
which  has  been  awaited  with  keen  inter¬ 
est  by  manufacturers  for  some  time.  Ac¬ 
cepting  the  fact  that  the  sugar  trade  was 
in  a  disorganized  state,  the  court  de¬ 
clared: 

“The  endeavor  to  put  a  stop  to  illegal 
practices  must  not  itself  become  illicit.” 

On  this  major  premise  the  decision 
(unanimous)  went  on  to  declare,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  that  posting  of  prices  in  advance  is 
all  right,  but  that  members  of  the  indus¬ 
try  must  not  be  compelled  to  abide  by 
them. 

Another  important  point  made  was 
that  some  of  the  information  a  trade 
as.sociation  obtains  from  members  must 
be  treated  as  confidential,  and  that  to  do 
otherwise  “might  well  prejudice  rather 
than  serve  the  interests  of  fair  com¬ 
petition.” 

Nesco  Offers  Elaborate 
Sales  Manual  for  1936 

Quite  an  unusual  and  interesting  pro¬ 
motional  presentation  is  the  new  pros¬ 
pectus  entitled  “Ten  Big  Reasons  Why 
You  Should  Tie  Up  With  Nesco  Electric 


NOW  RIVER  GOES  AROUND  THE  DAM 


Only  a  few  days  ago,  at  high  water  level,  the  river  was  17  ft.  over  the  top  of 
this  dam  at  the  Raystown  plant,  near  Huntingdon,  Pa.  The  result  was  that 
the  6-ft.  splashboard  and  the  spillway  were  demolished.  Now  the  river 
goes  around  the  dam  instead  of  over  it. 
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Cooking  for  a  Greater  1936.”  Colorful, 
well  designed,  dramatically  handled  from 
cover  to  cover,  the  new  book  is  especially 
informative  both  from  a  merchandising 
and  from  a  production  standpoint.  The 
new  manual  is  14  in.  square,  with  gleam¬ 
ing  silver  covers,  banded  by  a  narrow 
black  and  gold  title  strip. 

• 

More  Oil  Burners 
Shipped  in  January 

Continuing  the  excess  over  like  periods 
in  former  years,  oil  burner  sales  in  Janu¬ 
ary  topped  those  of  a  year  ago  by  61 
per  cent.  New  orders,  less  cancellations, 
reported  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
for  152  identical  companies  numbered 
7,275  units,  against  7,765  in  December, 
4,512  in  January,  1934,  and  3,523  in 
January,  1933.  Shipments  of  domestic 
burners  in  the  United  States  of  the 
mechanical  draft  type  for  the  same 
months  were,  respectively,  5,348,  5,574, 
3,093  and  2,308. 

• 

January  Exports 
Total  $6,644,168 

Exports  of  electrical  equipment  dur¬ 
ing  January  were  valued  at  $6,644,168, 
according  to  an  advance  report  by  the 
Department  of  Commerce.  Leading  buy¬ 
ers  were;  Canada  $909,010,  United  King¬ 
dom  $683,112,  Brazil  $444,261,  Mexico 
$407,862,  Union  of  South  Africa  $273,- 
632,  U.  S.  S.  R.  (Russia)  $260,069,  Aus¬ 
tralia  $246,937,  Cuba  $241,179,  Colom¬ 
bia  $233,060,  Argentina  $222,784,  France 
$212,515.  Total  motor  exports  were 
$158,424,  generators  $113,647,  trans¬ 
formers  $130,273.  The  report  gives  de¬ 
tails  by  item  and  by  country. 

Gain  in  Home  Building 
Seen  by  F.H.A.  Chief 

The  confident  prediction  that  1936  will 
se<;  many  more  new  homes  built  than 
1935  is  made  by  Stewart  McDonald,  Fed¬ 
eral  Housing  Administration  chief,  in  a 
letter  to  General  Electric  Company  prais¬ 
ing  the  “New  American”  demonstration 
home-building  program  and  promising 
F.H.A.  aid  for  the  campaign  in  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

New  York  Metal  Prices 

Mar.  25.  1936  Apr.  1,1936 
Cents  per  Cento  per 
Pound  Pound 

Copper  electrolytic .  9.25*  9.25* 

teed.  Am.  S.  &  R.  price.  4.60  4.60 

Antimony .  13.125  13.125 

Nickel  ingot .  35.00  35.00 

Zincipot .  5.275  5.275 

TinStraito .  47.70  47.60 

Aluminum,  99  per  cent. .  19 — 21  19 — 21 

•Delirered  Connecticut  Valley 


House  Passes  Bill 
to  Extend  E.H.F.A. 

An  Administration  bill  extending  the 
life  of  the  Electric  Home  and  Farm  Au¬ 
thority  until  February,  1937,  was  passed 
March  25  by  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives,  A  similar  bill  passed  the  Senate 
last  July. 

E.H.F.A.  was  originally  formed  to  as¬ 
sist  the  Tennessee  Valley  authority  in 
financing  the  distribution  of  electrical 


appliances  by  discounting  the  pa[)er  of 
local  dealers  selling  under  certain  con¬ 
ditions  designed  to  keep  prices  and  car¬ 
rying  charges  at  a  low  level.  Last  fall 
the  agency  was  divorced  from  T.V.A,  and 
set  up  on  a  nation-wide  basis.  It  operates 
only  in  territories  where  retail  power 
rates  are  low  enough  to  justify  wide¬ 
spread  use  of  electric  current.  The  ex¬ 
pected  increase  in  business  has  failed  to 
materialize,  and  the  operations  of  E.H. 
F.A.  are  still  largely  within  T,V.A.  ter¬ 
ritory. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

Reports  to  Electrical  World  from  observers  in  the  field  indicate  that  the 
pending  tax  on  corporate  surpluses,  floods  and  unseasonable  cold  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  region  have  held  business  back  over  the  last  few  days. 
The  rapidity  with  which  the  steel  industry  rallied  from  the  flood  shows  the 
present  resiliency  of  business,  however,  and  the  moderate  gain  in  electric 
energy  output  is  another  bright  spot. 


NEW  YORK 

The  determined  character  of  the  present 
business  upturn  has  been  amply  demon¬ 
strated  since  the  floods — instead  of  getting 
an  attack  of  nerves,  industry  has  snapped 
back  with  great  vigor.  The  steel  trade, 
greatly  discommoded  by  the  water,  was  a 
typical  example,  with  its  spurt  to  above  62 
per  cent  of  ingot  capacity,  the  highest  in 
more  than  three  years.  Similarly,  electric 
energy  production  scored  a  moderate  in¬ 
crease  in  the  latest  week  and  widened  the 
margin  of  gain  to  9  per  cent  over  1935 
against  8  per  cent  in  the  preceding  week. 

Orders  which  the  utilities  have  been 
placing  as  a  result  of  the  flood  are  mostly 
for  meters  and  cable.  Underground  con¬ 
struction  has  had  to  be  replaced  in  some 
cases,  a  few  steel  towers  came  down.  How¬ 
ever,  most  of  the  business  developing  now 
probably  was  to  have  been  expected  shortly 
in  the  normal  course  of  events. 


NEW  ENGLAND 

Inquiries  were  more  active  and  sales  a 
little  above  normal  strength  on  account  of 
replacement  and  reconditioning  of  electrical 
equipment  in  locations  affected  by  the  recent 
flood.  Demand  for  motors  is  confined 
largely  to  cases  where  reconditioning  would 
cost  more  than  a  new  machine;  one  well- 
known  manufacturer  reports  an  appreciable 
spurt  in  small  motors  while  materials  for  re¬ 
conditioning  are  moving  briskly.  Control 
apparatus  will  require  extensive  replacement. 

Line  materials  received  slightly  more  at¬ 
tention  last  week  and  wiring  supplies  are 
moving  faster  with  a  stronger  demand  at 
present  for  lamps  for  domestic  use.  In 
two  large  eastern  Massachusetts  municipal¬ 
ities  extensions  to  street  lighting  are  pend¬ 
ing.  Factory  lighting  by  mercury  vapor 
lamps  is  gaining  in  favor. 

Heavy  buying  of  transformer  and  switch 
oil  is  reported  and  demand  for  service 
entrance  switches,  industrial  circuit  breakers 
and  fuses  is  unusually  active.  Flood  damage 
to  domestic  electric  appliances  is  noted  in 
the  Hartford  district  where  about  150  orders 
for  major  household  appliances  were  placed. 
In  Vermont,  despite  the  flood,  selling  has 
been  very  encouraging  with  one  group  of 
central  stations  reporting  the  sale  of  29 
refrigerators  last  week. 


PACIFIC  COAST 

March  business  in  all  branches  was  dis¬ 
appointing.  the  slump  from  February 
prospects  not  being  traceable  to  any  na¬ 
tural  causes  but  rather  to  such  psychologi¬ 
cal  factors  as  politics,  court  decisions  and 
tax  reactions.  However,  April  promises  well 
because  utilities,  manufacturers  and  whole¬ 
salers  all  report  perceptibly  better  sales 
during  the  last  fortnight. 

Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  reports  an  increase 
of  about  50  per  cent  in  major  appliance 
sales  for  February  over  January,  with  such 
high  spots  as  5,002  refrigerators  compared 
with  2,578,  13,870  radios  against  10,445, 
5,587  washers  against  3,691  and  4,005 
cleaners  against  3,074. 

Wholesalers  still  are  in  the  throes  of 
conduit  price  fluctuations  with  rigid  iron  and 
thin  wall  styles  both  registering  a  decrease 
of  about  30  per  cent  since  March  1.  An 
early  upturn  is  predicted,  however,  and 
orders  might  find  a  shortage.  Manufacturers 
are  pleased  with  recent  orders  for  agricul¬ 
tural  pumping  motors  and  accessories,  es¬ 
pecially  for  5-  to  25-kw,  transformers  and 
25-  and  30-hp.  motors. 

Bids  are  being  requested  for  ten-car 
1,200-volt  equipments  for  the  Bay  Bridge 
service,  approximating  $130,000  in  all. 
Power  lines  in  the  Bieber  area  are  pro¬ 
ducing  an  excellent  lumber  and  mining 
revenue  and  may  be  supplemented. 

CHICAGO 

Business  moved  forward  at  an  accelerated 
pace  last  week.  Spring  demand  bolstered 
retail  sales  while  wholesale  activity  was  in¬ 
tensified  by  replacement  buying.  Trade  is 
at  a  five-year  high.  Car  loadings  dropped 
over  8  per  cent,  reflecting  flood  conditions. 
Building  contracts  awarded  declined;  how¬ 
ever,  the  outlook  for  spring  construction 
continues  favorable. 

Contractors’  activity  has  gained  momen¬ 
tum  by  the  increase  in  rewiring  jobs.  Con¬ 
tracts  involving  the  expenditure  of  $17,000 
have  been  let  for  the  installation  of  new 
meters  and  wire  for  increased  feeder  capac¬ 
ity  in  several  apartment  hotels. 

Manufacturers  report  increased  sales  of 
small  motors,  control  apparatus  and  wiring 
devices.  An  installation  of  oil  circuit 
breakers  has  been  completed  in  a  large 
plant. 
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Broadcast  Marks 
G.  E.  Sales  Meeting 

Something  new  and  different  was  the 
idea  when  General  Electric  invited  the 
public  to  listen  in  and  made  the  main 
event  of  its  spring  sales  meeting  an  in¬ 
ternational  radio  broadcast  last  Monday 
morning.  There  were  1,300  dealers  and 
salesmen  at  the  NBC  studios  in  New 
York  for  the  one-hour  program  and 
sales  meetings  in  other  cities  in  this 
country  picked  up  the  program  over  the 
network ;  abroad  it  was  transmitted  by 
short  wave. 

Speeches  were  made  by  Gerard  Swope, 
president;  Dr.  W.  D.  Coolidge  of  the 
famous  “House  of  Magic”;  Charles  E. 
Wilson,  vice-president,  and  P.  B.  Zim¬ 
merman,  general  sales  manager  of  the 
appliance  and  merchandise  department. 
The  popular  appeal  was  stressed  with 
numl>ers  by  Richard  Bonelli,  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Opera  baritone,  and  selections  by  the 
G.  E.  orchestra.  G.  E.  male  chorus,  G.  E. 
women’s  chorus  and  the  “six  singing 
violins.” 

• 

Freeman  Outlines  Market 
for  Air-Conditioning 

A  potential  air-conditioning  market 
estimated  at  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  was  sketched  in  btdd  outline  re¬ 
cently  before  the  Providence  Engineer¬ 
ing  Society  in  a  talk  by  E.  B.  Freeman, 
|)resident  of  the  B.  F.  Sturtevant  Com¬ 
pany,  Boston,  Electrical,  mechanical  and 
control  equipment  of  varied  design  to 
meet  different  conditions  is  involved, 
and  adequate  engineering  is  a  vital  fac¬ 
tor  ill  successful  installations. 

The  und^'veloped  market  in  this  coun¬ 
try  now  totals  $20,000,000  in  the  theatri¬ 
cal  field,  $250,000,000  in  140,000  chain 
stores,  $250,000,000  in  the  drug  store 
field,  $50,000,000  in  department  stores 
and  $500,000,000  in  office  building  in¬ 
stallations  of  the  better  grade,  Mr.  Free¬ 
man  said.  Residential  applications  are 
as  yet  outside  the  scope  of  fair  market 
volume  estimating. 


Warren  Clock  Expands 
Its  Plant  Facilities 

The  Warren  Telechron  Company  has 
increased  its  manufacturing  facilities  at 
.\shland.  Mass.,  by  tby  purchase  of  a  fac¬ 
tory  formerly  owned  by  the  General 
Chemical  &  Solvents  Company  in  that 
town.  The  added  plant  has  a  floor  area 
of  about  10,000  sq.  ft.,  including  2,000 
sq.  ft.  of  platform  space  and  about  2 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad.  It  is  planned  to  move 
the  punch  press  and  coil  winding  depart¬ 
ments  to  the  new  premises. 


COLUMBIA  CITY,  IND.— Whitley  County 
Rural  Electrification  Corporation,  Columbia 
City,  recently  organized,  plans  early  call  for 
bids  for  wire  and  cable,  poles,  distribution 
transformers  and  accessories,  line  hardware, 
fittings,  etc.,  for  rural  electrification  project 
in  Whitley  County.  Fund  of  $500,000  has 
been  secured  through  Federal  aid. 

AUSTIN,  MINN.— Closes  bids  April  14 
for  extensions  and  improvements  in  city- 
owned  electric  power  plant,  including  hew 
boiler  unit,  stokers,  coal-handling  equip¬ 
ment,  ash  disposal  equipment  and  other 
equipment.  Cost  about  $130,000.  Ralph  D. 
Thomas,  1200  Second  Avenue  South,  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn.,  is  consulting  engineer. 

PITTSBURGH,  PA.— Mesta  Machine  Com¬ 
pany,  West  Homestead  district,  manufac¬ 
turer  of  rolling  mill  and  steel  mill  machin¬ 
ery,  plans  installation  of  heavy-duty  motors 
and  controls,  regulators,  conveyors,  electric 
hoists  and  other  equipment  in  new  addition 
to  mill.  Cost  about  $700,000. 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.— Signal  Corps  Pro¬ 
curement  District,  United  States  Army, 
Army  Base,  Brooklyn,  receives  bids  until 
April  14  for  30,000  ft.  of  wire  (Circular 
178). 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO  —  Republic  Steel 
Corporation,  Republic  Building,  plans  in¬ 
stallation  of  motors  and  controls,  conveyors, 
electric  hoists,  electric  car  spotters  and 
other  equipment  in  connection  with  exten¬ 
sions  and  improvements  in  local  steel  mill 
and  dock  of  Corrigan,  McKinney  Company, 
recently  acquired.  Cost  over  $1,000,000. 

ANN  ARBOR,  MICH.  —  Detroit  Edison 
Company,  Detroit,  plans  new  power  substa¬ 
tions  at  Ann  Arbor  and  Ecorse,  with  exten¬ 
sions  in  transmission  and  distributing  lines, 
and  service  facilities.  Cost  over  $250,000. 
Work  will  be  carried  out  as  part  of  1936 
expansion  and  improvement  program. 

HIGH  POINT,  N.  C. — Is  projecting  plans 
for  city-owned  hydroelectric  power  plant  on 
Roanoke  River,  with  transmission  line  to 
city  limits,  where  power  substation  and 
switching  station  will  be  located;  also  for 
electrical  distributing  lines  and  service  facil¬ 
ities.  Cost  estimated  at  $7,500,000;  applica¬ 
tion  has  been  filed  for  Federal  grant  of 
$3,357,000  to  begin  work  on  project.  Public 
Utilities  Committee  of  City  Council,  E. 
LeRoy  Briggs,  chairman,  in  charge. 

KNOXVILLE,  TENN.— Director  of  Pur¬ 
chases.  Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  receives 
bids  until  April  10  for  carrier  current  relay 
and  telephone  systems  for  Wilson.  Wheeler 
and  Norris  hydroelectric  power  plants,  and 
for  Columbia  and  Guntersville,  Ala.,  power 
substations.  Also,  until  April  13,  for  air- 
conditioning  system  for  control  building  at 
Wheeler  power  plant. 

SEATTLE,  WASH.  —  Boeing  Aircraft 
Company,  200  West  Michigan  Street,  plans 
installation  of  motors  and  controls,  trans¬ 
formers  and  accessories,  conveyors,  electric 
hoists  and  other  equipment  in  new  manu¬ 
facturing  plant  on  East  Marginal  Way,  where 
tract  of  28  acres  of  land  has  been  secured. 
Initial  units  will  cost  over  $100,000. 

HELENA,  MONT.— Northern  Pacific  Rail¬ 
way  Company,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  plans  in¬ 
stallation  of  motors  and  controls,  conveyors, 
electric  hoists,  loaders,  etc.,  in  connection 
with  extensions  and  improvements  in  loco¬ 
motive  shops  at  Helena,  Missoula  and 
Livingston.  Mont.  Cost  about  $200,000. 

COLUMBIA,  TENN.— Has  authorized  a 


bond  issue  of  $350,000  for  new  municipal 
electric  power  plant  and  electrical  distrib¬ 
uting  system.  Proposed  to  begin  work 
soon. 

VICKSBURG,  MISS, — United  States  Engi¬ 
neer  Office,  Vicksburg,  receives  bids  until 
April  20  for  two  gasoline-engine-driven  elec 
trie  generating  sets  (Circular  230). 

AUGUSTA,  GA. — Is  arranging  bond  issue 
of  $7(X),000,  recently  approved  at  special 
election,  for  city-owned  hydroelectric  power 
plant,  with  transmission  line  to  city  limits, 
where  power  substation  and  switching  sta¬ 
tion  will  be  constructed.  Burns  &  McDon 
nell  Engineering  Company,  107  West  Lin- 
wood  Boulevard,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  is  con¬ 
sulting  engineer. 

MONROE,  MICH.  — Monroe  Steel-Kraft 
Company  plans  installation  of  motors  and 
controls,  conveyors  and  other  equipment  in 
connection  with  rebuilding  of  paperboard 
panel  manufacturing  plant,  recently  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  Loss  about  $200,000. 

DAYTON,  OHIO — Dayton  Power  &  Light 
Company  has  awarded  general  contract  to 
United  Engineers  &  Constructors,  Inc.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  for  new  addition  to  electri* 
generating  station,  100x104  ft.,  previously 
referred  to  in  these  columns,  and  superstruc¬ 
ture  will  begin  soon.  New  42,000-hp.  turbo¬ 
generator  will  be  furnished  by  General  Elec¬ 
tric  Company.  Awards  for  miscellaneous 
equipment  will  be  made  in  near  futur*-. 
Company  will  also  make  extensions  in  trans¬ 
mission  lines,  outdoor  switching  station  and 
distributing  lines.  Entire  project  will  co^t 
close  to  $3,000,000.  Columbia  Engineering 
Corporation,  Fourth  and  Plum  Streets,  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  is  consulting  engineer. 

TRENTON,  TENN.— Gibson  County  Elec¬ 
tric  Membership  Corporation,  Trenton,  C.  E. 
Gamer,  president,  plans  early  construction 
of  transmission  and  distributing  lines  for 
service  at  number  of  communities  in  Gibson 
County,  including  Riverside,  Yorkville. 
Brazil,  New  Enterprise  and  other  places, 
totaling  about  100  miles.  Power  will  be 
secured  from  T.V.A.  system;  power  substa¬ 
tion  will  be  built.  Entire  project  will  cost 
about  $125,000. 

DENVER,  COLO. — Bureau  of  Reclama¬ 
tion,  Denver,  receives  bids  until  April  20 
for  two  complete  units  of  manual  telephone 
equipment  for  installation  at  Boulder  dam 
and  power  plant,  Boulder  Canyon  Project, 
Arizona  -  California  -  Nevada  (.Specifications 
782-D). 

LATROBE,  PA. — Latrobe  Electric  Steel 
Company  plans  installation  of  motors  and 
controls,  conveyors,  electric  hoists  and  other 
equipment  in  new  addition  to  mill.  Cost 
over  $100,000. 

SAFFORD,  ARIZ.  —  Is  arranging  early 
special  election  to  approve  bond  issue  of 
$140,000  in  conjunction  with  a  Federal  loan 
of  $390,000,  fund  to  be  used  for  acquisition 
of  local  properties  of  Arizona  Edison  Com¬ 
pany  and  operation  in  future  as  a  city- 
owned  utility.  Extensions  and  improvements 
will  be  made,  including  new  transmission 
and  distributing  lines. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.— General  Purchas¬ 
ing  Officer,  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  re¬ 
ceives  bids  until  April  10  for  10,0(W  ft.  of 
weatherproof  wire,  50,000  ft.  of  bituminized 
wood-fiber  conduit,  quantity  of  rigid  steel 
conduit,  stranded  copper  cable,  toggle 
switches  and  other  supplies  (Schedule 
3134). 
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